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However, theride is nothing like a passengercar,
or half:ton bakkie for that matter. It's simply too
harsh and bumpy. Uniaden, the rear feels a little
light, but it's nothing like the old Nissan 1400.

For the driver's convenience, the Gran Max
boasts an adjustable driver's seat with 182mm
of sliding range.

The steering column remains fixed, S0 you have
to make do with what you get in terms of seating
position and comfort.

Apractical ergonomicfeature isthe high-mounted
gearlever set into the dashboard that's supposed
to create additional legroom in the front.

However, while the front seat should allow three
people 1o sit abreast, the positioning of the park
brake and dropdown fascia may foul the poor sod
sitting in the middle’s legs. Not to mention their
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ribcage which could be under attack from a fiailing 7
elbow as the driver changes gears. The interior is ‘

typically barebones and, alas, airconditioning is
not fitted as standard.

A canopy can be ordered at an additional cost
of R7 400, while an immoiliser can be tacked on
for R1 000 extra.

Interms of safety, Daihatsusaysthe LCVfeatures
crumple zones up-front, dual side impact bars in
the doors, and a collapsible steering column for
frontal impacts. ABS brakes are standard, but
there are no airbags.

The vehicle sports a “cab forward™ design,
specifically intended to increase the loading area,
providing convenient working space.

Its load bed is 2.4m long and 1.6m wide. This
large loading area (over 3.7m2) complementsthe
Gran Max's carrying capacity of a full ton, with
drop sides all round to improve its cargo handling

Don't let the small engine put you off: it copes just fine even with a ton loaded.

efficiency. Other practical design points include a
low loading heightof 72cmfrom the ground, further
assisting in loading and unloading duties. Fewer
injuries when attempting to load and unload and
fewer general workplace injuries could be other
positive spin-offs.

Such functionality, coupled with a reinforced,
twostage ladder frame chassis, and a reliable
Daihatsu engine, makes it a seemingly sound
| business partner.

In addition, at a launch price of R119 995, the
Gran Max is the cheapest Japanese one-tonner
inSA.

The fact that it's designed and engineered in
Japan Is important, as these qualities, combined
with its perceived enh d refiability and service-
ability are, tobe frank, streetsahead of its cheaper
Indian and Chinese rivals.

For ease of use, the loadbay sports no less than three dropsides. Photos - Daihatsu

It is available now at any one of Daihatsu's 58
dealerships countrywide. ®od
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ONLINE AUCTIONS FROM THE
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

A7 day Walk Away Guarantee

Should you be unhappy with the vehicle due to misrepresenta-
tion by the seller, the buyer will be refunded.

Safe, secure and transparent auctions

online car bid
| EASY, SAFE AND PERSONAL e |

e

Our bidding system is fair and transparent and we don't allow
any false bids. Our refundable registration process ensures that
all bidders are pre-qualified. With Online Car Bid the chances of
hecoming a victim of crime are dramatically reduced as our Auc-
tion Ambassadors act as the conduit between the buyer and
seller.

SAFE:

NO FALSE BIDS
VERIFIED BUYERS AND SELLERS

Vehicle test-drives

Asabidderyou can test-drive a vehicle during and post the bid-
ding process. One of our Auction Ambassadors will host both the
buyer and the seller during this test-drive session to ensure the
safety of both parties. The identity of the potential buyer will be
verified before test drives by Online Car Bid.

PERSON

OUR FRIENDLY AUCTION

AMBASSADORS ARE THERE
TOHELPYOU THROUGH
THE WHOLE PROCESS

WWW.ONLINECARBID.CO.ZA
SOUTH AFRICAS PREMIER
ONLINE CAR AUCTION WEBSITE
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AUCTION. TRADE. EARN,
DEALERS, FIND OUT MORE AT
WWW.ONLINECARBID.CO.ZA/DEALERPORTAL




